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Chief, Decennial Systems and Contract Management Office

Attention: Dennis W. Stoudt
Assistant Division Chief for Processing Systems

From: Howard Hog
Chief, Decennial Statistical Spe@ies Division

Subject: Census 2000 Coverage Edit Followup Specifications - Input
Records for Testing

L INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this memorandum is to document the specifications for creating a set of
input records to be used in testing the Coverage Edit Followup (CEFU) computer-assisted
telephone interview (CATI) instrument. The CEFU CATI instrument for Census 2000 is
being developed by the Telephone Questionnaire Assistance (TQA) contractor -
Electronic Data Systems (EDS). In order to adequately test the instrument, test input
production data are required. The information provided in this memorandum defines a
set of coverage edit failure cases. From this pool of cases we intend to test various
scenarios.

Direct any questions about these specifications to Susan Ammenhauser of my staff
(telephone 457-4236).

IL BACKGROUND
The CEFU CATI instrument testing will require multiple deliverables.
A. Input Records to EDS
This test file will include a set of input records, that is, large household edit

failures, count discrepancy failures and combinations of edit failures. It will also
include input census data.



The Decennial Statistical Studies Division (DSSD) will produce a file that
specifies the pool of input cases that will be created by the Decennial Systems and
Contract Management Office (DSCMO). The file will define the values of each
of the critical CEFU variables. Based on this information, the DSCMO will
create full input records for testing. The DSSD will review the full input data file
before it is delivered to EDS.

B. CEFU Scenarios

The file mentioned above will be used as input into the instrument. The DSSD
will identify the set of interview scenarios that require testing. These scenarios
will be linked to one or more input records. This step includes testing the reverse-
CATI paths of the instrument. That is, collecting census data for persons in large
households or persons who were added during the CEFU interview (both short
and long form reverse-CATI paths).

The Population Division (POP) will define the data required to test the reverse-
CATI paths of the CEFU instrument. The POP will also create a pool of person
records to use when a person “add” is generated through the CEFU instrument.

C. EDS Production and Evaluation Output to DSCMO

Output production data from the test will feed back to DSCMO to test the
production output file delivery method and content. The DSCMO will be
responsible for reviewing all production data. Evaluation output data will be
delivered to the DSSD to test the evaluation file delivery method and content.
The DSSD will review the evaluation output file for content.

INPUT FILE SPECIFICATIONS

The test file created by the DSCMO should be in the format specified in 2000 Census
Processing Systems Memorandum No. 99-01, FINAL DRAFT Specifications for Coverage
Edit Followup Data Flow, dated May, 10, 1999 (and include any necessary changes that
were documented in the addendum, dated June 9, 1999). The attached table documents
various coverage edit failure cases. It also specifies variables that are used in determining
coverage edit failures, and the resulting edit failure flags. All of these variables are found
in RT=1 (record type). This file has already been delivered to the DSCMO in ASCII
format.



Using the values of the variables in the table, the DSCMO will add the necessary census
data for the remainder of RT=1 (for example, housing unit indentification, address data,
roster variable values) and all 100 percent person data for RT=2. We suggest using dress
rehearsal data.

Note that this test file can also be used to test the edit failure software that DSCMO will
create to determine edit failures for Census 2000. This file will represent edit failures,

and must be supplemented with records that do not fail coverage edit in order to fully test
the software.

Attachment

DSSD Census 2000 Procedures and Operations Memorandum Series Distribution List
Coverage Edit Team Distribution List
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